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I mportance of Music!

Music issmply too important a part of life for most children — typical children or children with disabilities
— to be overlooked. Singing can provide support for literacy development, as it has a number of advantages.
Language and text can be made highly visual and presented in aleft-to-right format.
The use of melody supports memory.
Repetition is highly normative in singing, permitting words to be on display multiple times.
Students can physically manipulate symbols/graphics.
Story retelling can be accomplished through singing.
Story construction can be achieved through using old forms as patterns for new creations.
Sound patterns can be put on display through alliterative or rhyming songs.

In addition, the motivational value of using songs to promote learning should not be ignored. Music is
also an activity that is easy to carry over in avariety of settings, including classrooms, group homes, and home
environments.

What Are Songboards? Songboards
are the brainchild of Carol Goossens',
who has developed and supported the
development of hundreds of songboards
inthe NYC area. She also had created a
set of ‘Ready Made’ songboards
(minimal assembly required) to
accompany eight traditional children’s
songs. These are available through the
Southeast Augmentative Communication
Publications:

seac@ucpbham.com

Why Use Songboardsto Support the Standards?

Increasingly, school systems are requiring teaching according to academic standards in areas such as math, science,
and social studies. This approach offers special challenges to educators of students with significant disabilities,
including students who use augmentative and alternative communication, students on the autism spectrum, and
students with cognitive delays. Songboards may be especially useful for students with significant disabilities for
severa reasons:

Visual Supports: Many students with significant disabilities benefit from visual supports. Visua supports offer
a concrete representation of information.

Rhyme and Rhythm as a Carrier of Information: Rhyme helps students focus on word endings, and helps
with predicting words, both literacy scaffolds. Rhythm helps students to organize information. People without
disabilities use many samples of one or both of these scaffolds to support memory:

- “30 days hath September . . .”

- using the alphabet song as a support for a phabetizing, especially under conditions of fatigue

Motivation: Asdescribed previously, music is highly motivating for most students. Music isoften seenasa
highly rated item on interest inventories completed by parents or teachers. As professionals, we can use thisinterest
to support students in content learning.

CONTENT LEARNING: Songboards Acrossthe Curriculum
Songboards can be used to support general learning (left - to - right print tracking), but can also be employed to aid
individualsin learning across the curriculum.



